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MEN

Masters Skier of the Year

BROC THOMPSON

Athletes of the Year

“That’s cool,” was the understated response from Broc Thompson upon 
OHDUQLQJ�WKDW�KH�KDG�EHHQ�QDPHG�6NL�5DFLQJ·V�0DVWHUV�6NLHU�RI�WKH�<HDU��+H�
went on to elaborate, “This has been a goal of mine ever since coming back 
from hip replacement surgery, and it feels pretty good.”
Two years ago, Thompson would have been an unlikely candidate to win 

any athletic award. He could barely put on his ski boots, much less ski. But 
KLV�WZR�RYHUDOO�ZLQV�DW�WKH������3KLOOLSV����0DVWHUV�1DWLRQDO�&KDPSLRQVKLSV�
and sweep of his Class 5 made him the runaway candidate. The new hip con-
tributed to a new attitude, which opened the doors to an entirely new set of 
accomplishments for the resident of Arvada, Colo.
Thompson has long taken the “all or nothing” approach to athletics. He was 

a nationally ranked track-racing cyclist; played lacrosse and ran track in high 
school and college; and, after leaving ski racing for 13 years, picked it up again 
ZLWK�D�YHQJHDQFH�LQ�������
´,�UDFHG�LQ�KLJK�VFKRRO�LQ�'XOXWK��EXW�,�ERXJKW�P\�ÀUVW�866$�DQG�),6�OLFHQVH�

when I started racing masters,” said Thompson. Since then he has been 
FRDFKLQJ�WKH�PDVWHUV�SURJUDPV�DW�(OGRUD�DQG�WKH�)URQW�5DQJH�6NL�&OXE��DQG�
UDFLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�5RFN\�0RXQWDLQ�0DVWHUV�DQG�LQ�VFRUHG�866$�UDFHV��+H�NHHSV�
KLV�VNLOOV�VKDUS�E\�WUDLQLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&RORUDGR�VNL�WHDPV��´,W·V�JRRG�
FRPSHWLWLRQ��SOXV�LW·V�DOZD\V�IXQ�WR�EHDW�WKH�NLGV�ZKHQ�,�FDQ�µ�VDLG�7KRPSVRQ�
with a laugh.
An engineer by profession, Thompson is currently seeking opportunities, but 
KH·V�QRW�VWUHVVLQJ�RYHU�LW��´,I�,�GRQ·W�KDYH�WR�JR�WR�ZRUN��,�PLJKW�DV�ZHOO�JR�VNL-
ing,” he said. “I just love it.”
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WOMEN

Masters Skier of the Year

DEB LEWIS

Athletes of the Year

It’s hard to believe�WKDW�WKHUH·V�RQO\�RQH�'HE�/HZLV��5DFHUV�ZLOO�VHH�KHU�
hunched over her laptop in the masters race headquarters, speaking in 
strange tongues to her computer, and the very next moment she will be on 
the race hill, dressed in her superhero speed suit, blazing through the race 
FRXUVH��0RUHRYHU��VKH·V�DQ�DFH�DW�ERWK�SKDVHV�RI�KHU�GRXEOH�OLIH�
/HZLV��ZKR�UXQV�KHU�RZQ�GHVLJQ�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�FRPSXWHU�FRPSDQ\��ZRQ�
DOO�WKUHH�HYHQWV�LQ�KHU�&ODVV���DW�WKH������3KLOOLSV�0DVWHUV�1DWLRQDO�&KDPSL-
RQVKLSV�DW�%LJ�6N\��0RQW��'HVSLWH�KDYLQJ�ZRQ�WKH�KRQRU�DW�%LJ�6N\�LQ�������
WKLV� SHUIRUPDQFH� FDPH�DV� D� VXUSULVH�� ´,� GLGQ·W� VHH� WKLV� RQH� FRPLQJ�µ� VDLG�
/HZLV�RI�KHU�0RQWDQD�UHVXOWV�IURP�KHU�KRPH�LQ�6DQ�&OHPHQWH��&DOLI��´,�KDG�
D�VROLG�VHDVRQ��EXW�%LJ�6N\�KDV�EHHQ�JRRG�WR�PH��,·YH�DOZD\V�KDG�IXQ�WKHUH��
and with that comes good results.”
+LJK�VFKRRO�UDFLQJ�LQ�0LFKLJDQ�VHUYHG�DV�/HZLV·V�LQWURGXFWLRQ�WR�FRPSHWLWLYH�
VNLLQJ��EXW�VKH�GLGQ·W�EHJLQ�WR�GLVFRYHU�KHU�SRWHQWLDO�XQWLO�VKH�MRLQHG�WKH�PDV-
ters team at Mammoth Mountain. “My work allows me to stay at the mountain 
IRU�D�ZHHN�DW�D�WLPH�µ�VDLG�/HZLV��´,W·V�FRRO�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�GR�WKLV��7KHUH·V�DO-
ways something to work on to keep on improving.” 
7KH�HYHU�KXPEOH�/HZLV��ZKR�KDV�GHVLJQHG�PDQ\�RI� WKH�VRIWZDUH�VFRULQJ�

systems used in masters racing, and manages the Far West masters web-
VLWH��ZDV�ÁDEEHUJDVWHG�WR�JHW�WKH�QHZV�WKDW�VKH�ZDV�QDPHG�0DVWHUV�6NLHU�RI�
WKH�<HDU��´1R�ZD\��7KDW·V�DPD]LQJ�µ�H[FODLPHG�/HZLV��´7KLV�LV�TXLWH�DQ�KRQ-
RU�µ�$OO�ZKR�NQRZ�KHU�ZRXOG�DGG�WKDW�LW·V�ZHOO�GHVHUYHG�

MARSHALL TATE/BIG SKY PHOTO

http://www.SkiRacing.com

